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SUBJECT: W/W: ARREST: DR. SELWIN SPRAY IN RHODESIA 

1 . UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST OF NEW YORK HAS INFORMED 
DEPT THAT THEY HAVE RECEIVED TELEGRAM FROM RHODESIA 
REPORTING DETENTION OF AMERICAN CITIZEN, DR. SELWIN 
SPRAY, MISSIONARY AT MOUNT SILINDA. SPRAY AND OTHER, 
NON-AMERICAN, OFFICIALS OF THE MISSION ARE REPORTEDLY 
BEING DETAINED AT CHIPINGA. 

2. UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST REPORTS THAT SPRAY HAD BEEN 
ORDERED TO LEAVE RHODESIA ABOUT A MONTH AGO BUT THAT 
AFTER INTERCESSION BY U.S. CHURCH HE HAD BEEN ALLOWED 
TO STAY. TWO DAYS AGO SPRAY REPORTED THAT HE HAD BEEN 
GIVEN PERMISSION TO REMAIN IN COUNTRY FOR INDEFINITE 
PERIOD. HE WAS APPARENTLY DETAINED ON THURSDAY. 

3. EMBASSY CAPE TOWN SHOULD CONTACT RHODESIAN REP 
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HAWKINS, ASK FOR A REPORT ON THE CASE AND MAKE OBVIOUS 
POINT THAT ALREADY CRITICAL SITUATION IN RHODESIA WILL 
NOT BE HELPED BY IMPRISONING AN AMERICAN CITIZEN. VANCE 
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